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Horseshoe Crab Season is Here!

From May to Mid-July horseshoe crabs are visiting our beaches to make nests.
They ride up with the high tide, dig their nests, and then swim away.
Things to know if you encounter a horseshoe crab:

¢ You may find horseshoe crabs on the beach during low tide (between the high
and low tide lines). Please know they are okay there if they are not on their back
(legs and gills exposed).

¢ If you see a horseshoe crab stuck on their back you can gently flip them over
(without lifting)!

e If you want to return them to the water, hold them like a bowl--with your hands
gripping either side of the widest part of the shell and with their telson (tail) away
from you (see photograph on the left below).

e Never pick up a horseshoe crab by the telson! If it breaks, they will not be able to
flip over if on their backs which will increase the risk of their drying out and
becoming bird food.

How to NOT ...
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Horseshoe crabs are harmless! They do not pinch, bite or sting. They are not poisonous
or venomous. In fact, they are important for human health. Their blood is used to make
a substance called LAL, which is used to test vaccines for bacterial contamination. So, if
you have ever received a vaccine be sure to thank a horseshoe crab the next time you
see them!

If you see any tagged horseshoe crabs, please be sure to report the tag number, beach
location and date to the US Fish and Wildlife Service using the website found on the
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To learn more, visit our website by scanning QR code below:

Thank you for your help in conserving this living fossil!
~Prof. Jo-Marie Kasinak, Director of Project Limulus.
Kasinakj@sacredheart.edu




